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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

January 4, 2024

“Music should strike fire from the heart of man”  

– Ludwig van Beethoven

Welcome to the 50th Anniversary Season of the Palm Springs Friends 

of Philharmonic.

In 1973 a group of classical music lovers in Palm Springs began 

to scheme with Zubin Mehta, Music Director of the Los Angeles 

Philharmonic, to bring his orchestra here for a concert. With our original 

name “Palm Springs Friends of the Los Angeles Philharmonic,” the 

first concert was presented on April 26, 1974, at the Palm Springs 

High School auditorium with Maestro Mehta conducting. The program 

included Beethoven’s “Pastoral” Symphony – which we will hear again tonight – his Egmont Overture, and  

Rimsky-Korsakov’s Scheherazade. The LA Phil performed for us once that year, twice in 1975 and 1976 and 

thrice in 1977 and 1978. By 1980 our series began to include other famed orchestras and, ultimately, we 

shortened our name to acknowledge that change.

In discussing plans for this season, I suggested to Marnie Mitze, our Executive Director, that we should invite 

Maestro Mehta to one of our anniversary concerts to take a bow acknowledging his contribution to our success. 

Marnie took it one step further and arranged to have the LA Phil bring him here to conduct. Tonight is Maestro 

Mehta’s 14th and the LA Phil’s 53rd performance in our series.

I hope you will take some time to browse through this commemorative program book that includes a short 

history of our organization, listings of all the extraordinary orchestras and soloists who have performed on our 

series, and a listing of all the Board Presidents who have so ably served our organization through the decades. 

I am grateful to them for their love for classical music and their keen business sense. It is those two traits that 

have guided us through the decades – along with the passion and generous support of you, our loyal audience 

members.  

I know you will enjoy tonight’s concert,

 

Dean Kauffman, President 

Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic

Cover Photo: The Titán Bb 4 valve edition Flugelhorn was designed and developed in 2012 by the Spanish 
manufacturer Stomvi for Pacho Flores. The Flugelhorn was specifically tailored to perform the Prelude from  
J. S. Bach’s Suite No. 3. This flugelhorn is unique because it has a fourth valve that allows for a wider register and 
solutions to fingering, tuning and timbre.

Flores will perform on this instrument with San Diego Symphony on February 18, 2024. In addition to this 
Flugelhorn, Flores will play a Cornet in D, Trumpet in C, and Trumpet in D, all with four valves, for his performance 
of Gabriela Ortiz’ Altar de bronce, Concerto for Trumpet. 



PROGRAM

LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN Symphony No. 6 in F Major,  (48 minutes) 
(1770-1827) Op. 68, “Pastoral” 

  Awakening of Cheerful Feelings upon  
  Arrival in the Country: Allegro ma non troppo

  Scene by the Brook: Andante molto mosso

  Merry Gathering of Country Folk: Allegro

  Thunderstorm: Allegro

  Shepherd’s Song: Happy and  
  Thankful Feelings after the Storm: Allegretto

— INTERMISSION —

 Symphony No. 3 in E-flat Major,  (47 minutes) 
 Op. 55, “Eroica” 

  Allegro con brio

    Marcia funebre: Adagio assai

   Scherzo: Allegro vivace

  Finale: Allegro molto; Poco andante; Presto

AS A COURTESY TO THE CONDUCTOR AND ORCHESTRA . . .

Please remain seated until the performers leave the stage at intermission and at the end of the program. Also, please 

do not applaud between movements of a musical composition. Friends of Philharmonic audiences are known for the 

warm and courteous welcome extended to visiting performers. THANK YOU.

Photography and recording of any kind are strictly prohibited. Please remember to silence your cell phone.

Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic

PROUDLY PRESENTS

Los Angeles Philharmonic
Zubin Mehta, Conductor
Sponsored by Barbara Fremont

Thursday, January 4, 2024, 5 pm

PROGRAMS AND ARTISTS SUBJECT TO CHANGE



Symphony No. 6 in F Major, Opus 68,  
“Pastoral”
LUDWIG VAN BEETHOVEN
Born December 16, 1770, Bonn
Died March 26, 1827, Vienna

After making sketches for several years, Beethoven 
composed his Sixth Symphony during the summer 
of 1808, and it was first performed at the Theater 
an der Wien on December 22 of that year. The 
Sixth is unique among Beethoven’s symphonies 
in that it appears to be program music. Beethoven 
himself gave it the nickname “Pastoral” and further 
headed each movement with a descriptive title that 
seems to tell a “story”: the arrival in the country, 
impressions beside a brook, a peasant dance that 
is interrupted by a thunderstorm, and a concluding 
hymn of thanksgiving once the storm has passed. 
Some have claimed that romantic music begins with 
the “Pastoral” Symphony – they see it as a precursor 
of such examples of musical painting as Berlioz’s 
Symphonie Fantastique, Mendelssohn’s fairyland 
scenes, and Liszt’s tone poems – while others have 
tried to stage this music, complete with characters, 
costumes, and scenery.

Beethoven would have been astonished. He had no 
use for program music or musical portraiture, which 
he considered cheap trickery. His Sixth Symphony 
is in classical symphonic forms throughout; even its 
“extra” movement, the famous thunderstorm, can be 
understood as a brief transition between the scherzo 
and the rondo-finale. And while this symphony refers 
to something outside the music itself, Beethoven 
wanted it understood as “an expression of feelings 
rather than painting.” The Sixth may lack the stark 
drama and tension of such predecessors as the 
“Eroica” or the Fifth, but it depends on the same use 
of sonata form for its musical argument, and finally 
it aims for the same feeling of transcendence those 
earlier works achieved, even if – as Joseph Kerman 
has wryly noted – all that is being transcended here 
is the weather.

Beethoven liked to get out of Vienna during the 
stifling summer months and would take rooms in a 
rural village, where he could combine composing 

with long walks through the fields and woods. 
A journal entry from 1815, seven years after the 
“Pastoral,” suggests his feelings about these walks: 
“The Almighty in the woods! I am happy, blessed 
in the forests.” This symphony seems similarly 
blessed. Its first movement (“Awakening of Cheerful 
Feelings upon Arrival in the Country”) is built on 
two completely relaxed themes; these do not offer 
the contrast that lies at the heart of sonata form 
but instead create two complementary “cheerful 
impressions.” One of the other unusual features of 
this movement is Beethoven’s use of the second 
measure of the opening theme in so many ways: as 
theme, as accompaniment, or as motor rhythm, this 
simple falling figure saturates the movement, and 
over its ostinato-like repetitions Beethoven works 
some wonderful harmonic progressions, all aimed at 
preserving this movement’s sense of calm.

The second movement – “Scene by the Brook” – is 
also in a sonata form built on two themes. The title 
“Scene” may imply dramatic action, but there is 
none here. Over murmuring lower strings, with their 
suggestion of bubbling water, the two themes sing 
gracefully. The movement concludes with three brief 
bird calls, which Beethoven names specifically in the 
score: nightingale (flute), quail (oboe), and cuckoo 
(clarinet).

Despite the composer’s protests to the contrary, 
the third and fourth movements do offer pictorial 
representations in sound. The Scherzo (“Merry 
Gathering of Country Folk”) is a portrait of a rural 
festival; its vigorous trio echoes the heavy stamping 
of a peasant dance. Beethoven offers a da capo 
repeat of both scherzo and trio, yet just as the 
scherzo is about to resume, the music suddenly veers 
off in a new direction. Tremulous strings and distant 
murmurings lead to the wonderful storm, which 
remains – two centuries after its composition – the 
best musical depiction ever of a thunderstorm, with 
great crashes of thunder in the timpani and lightning 
flashing downward in the violins (one desperately 
literal-minded early critic complained that this was the 
only storm he had ever heard of where the thunder 
came before the lightning).

Program Notes



Gradually the storm moves off, and the music 
proceeds directly into the last movement, where 
solo clarinet and horn outline the tentative call of 
a shepherd’s pipe in the aftermath of the storm. 
Beethoven then magically transforms this call into 
his serene main theme, given out by the violins. If 
ever there has been music that deserved to be called 
radiant, it is this singing theme, which unfolds like a 
rainbow spread across the still-glistening heavens. 
The finale is a moderately paced rondo (Beethoven’s 
marking is Allegretto). Along the way appear 
secondary themes that once again complement 
rather than conflict with the mood of the rondo theme, 
and at the end a muted French horn sings this noble 
melody one last time.

The petulant young Debussy, enemy of all things 
German, once sneered that one could learn more 
about nature from watching the sun rise than from 
listening to the “Pastoral” Symphony. This is strange 
criticism from the man who would go on to write La 
Mer, which sets out to do exactly the same thing as 
the “Pastoral”: to evoke the emotions generated by 
nature rather than trying to depict that same nature 
literally. Beethoven did not set out to teach or to show 
his audience anything. Rather, he wrote a symphony 
in classical form, which he wanted understood 
as music: “It is left to the listener to discover the 
situations for himself. Anyone with a notion of country 
life can imagine the composer’s intentions without the 
help of titles or headings.”

Symphony No. 3 in E-flat Major,  
Opus 55, “Eroica”

In May 1803, Beethoven moved to the village of 
Oberdöbling, a few miles north of Vienna. At age 32, 
he had just come through a devastating experience – 
the realization that he was going deaf had driven him 
to the verge of suicide – but now he resumed work, 
and life. To his friend Wenzel Krumpholz, Beethoven 
confided: “I am only a little satisfied with my previous 
works. From today on I will take a new path.” At 
Oberdöbling over the next six months, Beethoven 
sketched a massive new symphony, his third.

Everyone knows the story of how Beethoven had 
intended to dedicate the symphony to Napoleon, 
whose reforms in France had seemed to signal a 

new age of egalitarian justice. But when the news 
reached Beethoven in May 1804 that Napoleon had 
proclaimed himself emperor, the composer ripped the 
title page off the score of the symphony and blotted 
out Napoleon’s name, angrily crying: “Is he then, 
too, nothing more than an ordinary human being? 
Now he, too, will trample on all the rights of man and 
indulge only his ambition. He will exalt himself above 
all others, become a tyrant!” This sounds like one of 
those stories too good to be true, but it is quite true: 
that title page – with Napoleon’s name obliterated 
– has survived. Countless historians have used this 
episode to demonstrate Beethoven’s democratic 
sympathies, though there is evidence that just a 
few months later Beethoven intended to restore the 
symphony’s dedication to Napoleon, and late in life he 
spoke of Napoleon with grudging admiration. When 
the symphony was published in 1806, though, the title 
page bore only the cryptic inscription: “Sinfonia eroica 
– dedicated to the memory of a great man.”

The new symphony was given several private 
performances before the public premiere on April 7, 
1805. Early audiences were dumbfounded. Wrote one 
reviewer: “This long composition, extremely difficult of 
performance, is in reality a tremendously expanded, 
daring and wild fantasia. It lacks nothing in the way 
of startling and beautiful passages, in which the 
energetic and talented composer must be recognized; 
but often it loses itself in lawlessness. The reviewer 
belongs to Herr Beethoven’s sincerest admirers, but 
in this composition, he must confess that he finds 
too much that is glaring and bizarre, which hinders 
greatly one’s grasp of the whole, and a sense of unity 
is almost completely lost.” Legend has it that at the 
end of the first movement, one outraged member of 
the audience screamed out: “I’ll give another Kreutzer 
[a small coin] if the thing will but stop!” It is easy 
now to smile at such reactions, but those honest 
sentiments reflect the confusion of listeners in the 
presence of a genuinely revolutionary work of art.

There had never been a symphony like this, 
and Beethoven’s “new path” is evident from the 
first instant. The music explodes to life with two 
whipcracks in E-flat major, followed immediately 
by the main ideas in the cellos. This slightly swung 
theme is simply built on the notes of an E-flat major 
chord, but the theme settles on a “wrong” note – 
C-sharp – and the resulting harmonic complications 



will be resolved only after much violence. Another 
striking feature of this movement is Beethoven’s 
choice of 3/4 instead of the duple meter customary 
in symphonic first movements; 3/4, the minuet meter, 
had been thought essentially lightweight, unworthy 
of serious music. Beethoven destroys that notion 
instantly – this is not simply serious music; it is 
music of the greatest violence and uncertainty. In 
it, what Beethoven’s biographer Maynard Solomon 
has called “hostile energy” is admitted for the first 
time into what had been the polite world of the 
classical symphony. This huge movement (longer 
by itself than some complete Haydn and Mozart 
symphonies) introduces a variety of themes and 
develops them with a furious energy. It is no accident 
that the development is the longest section of this 
movement. The energy pent up in those themes is 
unleashed here, and the development – much of it 
fugal in structure – is full of grand gestures, stinging 
dissonances, and tremendous forward thrust. The 
lengthy recapitulation (in which the music continues 
to develop) drives to a powerful coda: The main 
theme repeats four times, growing more powerful 
on each appearance, and finally it is shouted out in 
triumph. This truly is a “heroic” movement – it raises 
serious issues, and in music of unparalleled drama 
and scope it resolves them.

The second movement brings another surprise – it 
is a funeral march, something else entirely new 
in symphonic music. Beethoven moves to dark C 
minor as violins announce the grieving main idea 
over growling basses, and the movement makes 
its somber way on the tread of this dark theme. 
The C-major central interlude sounds almost bright 
by comparison – the hero’s memory is ennobled 
here – but when the opening material and tonality 
return, Beethoven ratchets up tensions by treating 
his material fugally. At the end, the march theme 
disintegrates in front of us, and the movement ends 
on muttering fragments of that theme.

Out of this silence, the propulsive scherzo springs to 
life, then explodes. For all its revolutionary features, 
the “Eroica” employs what was essentially the Mozart-
Haydn orchestra: pairs of winds, plus timpani and 
strings. Beethoven makes only one change – he adds 
a third horn, which is now featured prominently in the 
trio section’s hunting-horn calls. But that one change, 
seemingly small by itself, is yet another signal of 

the originality of this symphony: the virtuosity of the 
writing for horns, the sweep of their brassy sonority – 
all these are new in music.

The finale is a theme-and-variation movement, a 
form originally intended to show off the imagination 
of the composer and the skill of the performer. Here 
Beethoven transforms this old form into a grand 
conclusion worthy of a heroic symphony. After an 
opening flourish, he presents not the theme but the 
bass line of that theme, played by pizzicato strings, 
and offers several variations on this line before the 
melodic theme itself is heard in the woodwinds, 
now accompanied by the same pizzicato line. This 
tune had special appeal for Beethoven, and he 
had already used it in three other works, including 
his ballet Prometheus. Was Beethoven thinking 
of Prometheus – stealer of fire and champion of 
mankind – when he used this theme for the climactic 
movement of this utterly original symphony? He puts 
the theme through a series of dazzling variations, 
including complex fugal treatment, before reaching 
a moment of poise on a stately slow variation for 
woodwinds. The music pauses expectantly, and then 
a powerful Presto coda hurls the “Eroica” to its close.

The “Eroica” may have stunned its first audiences, 
but audiences today run the greater risk of forgetting 
how revolutionary this music is. What seemed 
“lawlessness” to early audiences must now be 
seen as an extraordinary leap to an entirely new 
conception of what music might be. Freed from the 
restraint of courtly good manners, Beethoven found in 
the symphony the means to express the most serious 
and important of human emotions. It is no surprise 
the composers of the next century would make full 
use of this freedom. Nor is it a surprise to learn that 
late in life – at a time when he had written eight 
symphonies – Beethoven named the “Eroica” as his 
own favorite among his symphonies.

Program notes by Eric Bromberger



in Valencia. There, he conducted a celebrated Ring 
Cycle with the Fura dels Baus in coproduction with 
the Florence opera house. Other productions were 
completed at the Chicago Opera and the Bavarian 
State Opera. 

Mehta’s list of awards and honors is extensive and 
includes the “Nikisch-Ring” bequeathed to him 
by Karl Böhm. He is an honorary citizen of both 
Florence and Tel Aviv and was made an honorary 
member of the Vienna State Opera in 1997, of 
the Bavarian State Opera in 2006, and of the 
Gesellschaft der Musikfreunde Wien in 2007. The 
title of Honorary Conductor was bestowed upon 
him by the Vienna Philharmonic Orchestra (2001), 
Munich Philharmonic Orchestra (2004), Los Angeles 
Philharmonic (2006), Teatro del Maggio Musicale 
Fiorentino (2006), Staatskapelle Berlin (2014), and 
Bavarian State Orchestra (2006), the latter of which 
Mehta conducted in Srinagar, Kashmir, in September 
2013. In 2016, the Teatro di San Carlo in Naples 
appointed him Honorary Music Director, and the 
Israel Philharmonic Orchestra and Los Angeles 
Philharmonic honored him in 2019 as Conductor 
Emeritus. In February 2019, the Berlin Philharmonic 
appointed him its Honorary Conductor. A particular 
honor was shown to Mehta in 2022 when the new 
concert hall of the Teatro del Maggio Musicale in 
Florence was named after him. 

Zubin Mehta
Conductor

Zubin Mehta was born in 
1936 in Bombay and received 
his first musical education 
under the guidance of his 
father, Mehli Mehta, who was 
a noted concert violinist and 
the founder of the Bombay 
Symphony Orchestra. After a 
short period of pre-medical 
studies in Bombay, in 1954 
Zubin left for Vienna, where 
he eventually entered the 
conducting program at the 
Akademie für Musik under 
Hans Swarowsky. He won 
the Liverpool International 
Conducting Competition 
in 1958 and was also a 
prize winner at the summer 
academy at Tanglewood. 
By 1961, he had already 
conducted the Vienna, Berlin, and Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestras, and he recently celebrated 50 years of 
musical collaboration with all three ensembles. 

Mehta was Music Director of the Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra from 1961 to 1967 and also assumed the 
music directorship of the Los Angeles Philharmonic in 
1962, a post he retained until 1978. In October 2019, 
he celebrated his farewell with the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra, which he had served for 50 years. On that 
occasion he was named Music Director Emeritus 
of the IPO. In 1978, he took over the post of Music 
Director of the New York Philharmonic, commencing 
a tenure that lasted 13 years, the longest in the 
orchestra’s history. From 1985 to 2017, he was chief 
conductor of the Orchestra del Maggio Musicale 
Fiorentino in Florence. 

Mehta made his debut as an opera conductor with 
Tosca in Montreal in 1963. Since then, he has 
conducted at the Metropolitan Opera in New York; 
the Vienna State Opera; the Royal Opera House, 
Covent Garden; La Scala in Milan; and the opera 
houses of Chicago and Florence, as well as at the 
Salzburg Festival. Between 1998 and 2006, he was 
Music Director of the Bavarian State Opera in Munich. 
In October 2006, he opened the Palau de les Arts 
Reina Sofía in Valencia, and until June 2014, he was 
the president of the annual Festival del Mediterrani 

Photo courtesy of Los Angeles Philharmonic



In October 2008, Mehta was honored by the 
Japanese Imperial Family with the Praemium 
Imperiale. In March 2011, he received the special 
distinction of getting a star on the Hollywood Walk of 
Fame. The Commander’s Cross of the Order of Merit 
of the Federal Republic of Germany was bestowed 
upon him in July 2012. The Indian Government 
honored him in September 2013 with the Tagore 
Award for cultural harmony that had been awarded 
to Ravi Shankar the previous year. The Australian 
Government named him Honorary Companion of the 
Order of Australia in 2022. 

Mehta continues to support the discovery and 
furtherance of musical talents all over the world. 
Together with his brother Zarin, he is a co-chairman 
of the Mehli Mehta Music Foundation in Bombay, 
where more than 200 children are educated in 
Western classical music. The Buchmann-Mehta 
School of Music in Tel Aviv develops young talent in 
Israel and is closely related to the Israel Philharmonic 
Orchestra, as is a new project of teaching young 
Arab Israelis in the cities of Shfar’am and Nazareth, 
involving local teachers and members of the Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra.

The Los Angeles Philharmonic, under the vibrant 
leadership of Music & Artistic Director Gustavo 
Dudamel, presents an inspiring array of music 
through a commitment to foundational works and 
adventurous explorations. Both at home and abroad, 
the LA Phil – recognized as one of the world’s 
outstanding orchestras – is leading the way in 
groundbreaking and diverse programming, on stage 
and in the community, that reflects the orchestra’s 
artistry and demonstrates its vision. The 2023/24 
season is the orchestra’s 105th.

Nearly 300 concerts are either performed or 
presented by the LA Phil at its three iconic venues: 

the Frank Gehry-designed Walt Disney Concert Hall, 
The Ford, and the famed Hollywood Bowl. During 
its winter season at Walt Disney Concert Hall, with 
approximately 165 performances, the LA Phil creates 
festivals, artist residencies, and other thematic 
programs designed to enhance the audience’s 
experience of orchestral music. Since 1922, its 
summer home has been the world-famous Hollywood 
Bowl. Situated in a 32-acre park and under the 
stewardship of the LA Phil since December 2019, The 
Ford presents an eclectic summer season of music, 
dance, film, and family events that are reflective of the 
communities that comprise Los Angeles.

Photo courtesy of Los Angeles Philharmonic

Los Angeles Philharmonic



Norman Forrester &  
William Griffin

Barbara Fremont

Helene Galen & Jamie Kabler

Bernice E. Greene

Roberta Holland

The Nevinny Family

Gail Richards

Phyllis & *Gary Schahet 
(*In Memoriam)

Jane & Larry Sherman

Douglas G. Stewart

JoAnn G. Wellner

The orchestra’s involvement with Los Angeles 
extends far beyond its venues. Among its influential 
and multifaceted learning initiatives is YOLA (Youth 
Orchestra Los Angeles). Through YOLA, inspired by 
Gustavo Dudamel’s own training as a young musician, 
the LA Phil and its community partners now provide 
free instruments, intensive music instruction, and 
leadership training to over 1,700 young musicians, 
empowering them to become vital citizens, leaders, 
and agents of change. In the fall of 2021, YOLA 
opened its own permanent, purpose-built facility: 
the Judith and Thomas L. Beckmen YOLA Center at 
Inglewood, designed by architect Frank Gehry.

The Los Angeles Philharmonic was founded in 1919 
by William Andrews Clark, Jr., a wealthy amateur 
musician. Walter Henry Rothwell became its first 
Music Director, serving until 1927; since then, 10 
renowned conductors have served in that capacity. 
Their names are Georg Schnéevoigt (1927-1929), 
Artur Rodzi nski (1929-1933), Otto Klemperer (1933-
1939), Alfred Wallenstein (1943-1956), Eduard van 
Beinum (1956-1959), Zubin Mehta (1962-1978), 
Carlo Maria Giulini (1978-1984), André Previn (1985-
1989), Esa-Pekka Salonen (1992-2009), and Gustavo 
Dudamel (2009-present).

special thanks to this season’s concert sponsors
FOR THEIR ADDITIONAL SUPPORT

50th Anniversary Grants
for Music Programs in Coachella Valley Schools

The PS Friends of Philharmonic 
is pleased to announce that it has 
awarded $70,000 to local Coachella 
Valley schools to support music 
education. This special grant 
program is a cornerstone of the PS 
Phil’s 50th Anniversary Celebration. 
23 applications were received with 
requests of over $150,000.

The following schools in all three 
Coachella Valley school districts 
received funding with grants ranging 
from $1,000 to $7,000 per school. 

COACHELLA 
VALLEY UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Cahuilla Desert Academy 
Toro Canyon Middle School
West Shores High School

DESERT SANDS 
UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT
Desert Ridge Academy 
Glenn Middle School 
Indio High School 
Palm Desert High School 
Shadow Hills High School

PALM SPRINGS UNIFIED 
SCHOOL DISTRICT
Cathedral City High School
Cielo Vista Charter School
James Workman Middle School 
Rancho Mirage High School
Raymond Cree Middle School

OTHER
Desert Performing Arts 
Association 
Palm Valley School
Xavier College Prep



FIRST VIOLINS
Martin Chalifour 

Principal 
Concertmaster

 Marjorie Connell Wilson Chair

Nathan Cole 
First Associate 
Concertmaster

 Ernest Fleischmann Chair

Bing Wang 
Associate 
Concertmaster

 Barbara and Jay Rasulo Chair

Akiko Tarumoto 
Assistant 
Concertmaster

 Philharmonic Affiliates Chair

Rebecca Reale 
Deanie and Jay Stein Chair

Rochelle Abramson
Camille Avellano
 Margaret and Jerrold L. 

Eberhardt Chair

Minyoung Chang
 I.H. Albert Sutnick Chair

Tianyun Jia
Jordan Koransky
Ashley Park
Stacy Wetzel
Justin Woo

SECOND VIOLINS
Lyndon Johnston Taylor 

Principal
 Dorothy Rossel Lay Chair

Mark Kashper 
Associate Principal

Kristine Whitson
Johnny Lee
Dale Breidenthal
 Mark Houston Dalzell and 

James Dao-Dalzell Chair 
for Artistic Service to the 
Community

Ingrid Chun
Jin-Shan Dai
Chao-Hua Jin

Jung Eun Kang
Nickolai Kurganov
Varty Manouelian
Michelle Tseng
Suli Xue
Ayrton Pisco *
Nebyu Samuel *

VIOLAS
Teng Li 

Principal
 John Connell Chair

Ben Ullery 
Associate Principal

Jenni Seo
Dana Lawson
Richard Elegino
John Hayhurst
Ingrid Hutman
Michael Larco
Hui Liu
Meredith Snow
Leticia Oaks Strong
Minor L. Wetzel
Jarrett Threadgill *
 Nancy and Leslie Abell LA 

Phil Resident Fellow Chair

CELLOS
Robert deMaine 

Principal
 Bram and Elaine Goldsmith 

Chair

Ben Hong 
Associate Principal

 Sadie and Norman Lee Chair

Dahae Kim 
Assistant Principal

Jonathan Karoly
David Garrett
Barry Gold 
Jason Lippmann
Gloria Lum
 Linda and Maynard Brittan 

Chair

Serge Oskotsky
Brent Samuel +
Ismael Guerrero *

BASSES
Christopher Hanulik 

Principal
 Diane Disney Miller and  

Ron Miller Chair

Kaelan Decman 
Associate Principal

Oscar M. Meza 
Assistant Principal

David Allen Moore
Ted Botsford
Jack Cousin
Jory Herman
Brian Johnson
Peter Rofé
Nicholas Arredondo *

FLUTES
Denis Bouriakov 

Principal
 Virginia and Henry Mancini 

Chair

Catherine Ransom 
Karoly 
Associate Principal

 Mr. and Mrs. H. Russell  
Smith Chair

Elise Shope Henry
 Mari L. Danihel Chair

Sarah Jackson

PICCOLO
Sarah Jackson

OBOES
Marc Lachat 

Principal
 Carol Colburn Grigor Chair

Marion Arthur Kuszyk 
Associate Principal

Anne Marie Gabriele
Carolyn Hove

ENGLISH HORN
Carolyn Hove

CLARINETS
Boris Allakhverdyan 

Principal
 Michele and Dudley Rauch 

Chair

Burt Hara 
Associate Principal

Andrew Lowy
Taylor Eiffert

E-FLAT CLARINET
Andrew Lowy

BASS CLARINET
Taylor Eiffert

BASSOONS
Whitney Crockett 

Principal
Shawn Mouser 

Associate Principal
 Ann Ronus Chair

Michele Grego +
Evan Kuhlmann

CONTRABASSOON
Evan Kuhlmann

HORNS
Andrew Bain 

Principal
 John Cecil Bessell Chair

David Cooper 
Associate Principal

Gregory Roosa
 Alan Scott Klee Chair

Amy Jo Rhine
 Loring Charitable Trust Chair

Elyse Lauzon
 Reese and Doris Gothie Chair

Ethan Bearman 
Assistant

 Bud and Barbara Hellman 
Chair

Los Angeles Philharmonic
Gustavo Dudamel, Music & Artistic Director – Walt and Lilly Disney Chair

Zubin Mehta, Conductor Emeritus
Esa-Pekka Salonen, Conductor Laureate

Rodolfo Barráez, Assistant Conductor – Ann Ronus Chair
John Adams – John and Samantha Williams Creative Chair

Herbie Hancock – Creative Chair for Jazz



Elizabeth Linares 
Montero *

TRUMPETS
Thomas Hooten 

Principal
 M. David and Diane Paul 

Chair

James Wilt 
Associate Principal

 Nancy and Donald de Brier 
Chair

Christopher Still
 Ronald and Valerie Sugar 

Chair

Jeffrey Strong

TROMBONES
David Rejano Cantero 

Principal
 Koni and Geoff Rich Chair

James Miller 
Associate Principal

 Judith and Thomas L. 
Beckmen Chair

Paul Radke

BASS TROMBONE
John Lofton
 Miller and Goff Family Chair

TUBA
Mason Soria

TIMPANI
Joseph Pereira 

Principal
 Cecilia and Dudley Rauch 

Chair

David Riccobono 
Assistant Principal

PERCUSSION
Matthew Howard 

Principal

James Babor
Perry Dreiman
David Riccobono

KEYBOARDS
Joanne Pearce Martin
 Katharine Bixby Hotchkis 

Chair

HARP
Emmanuel Ceysson 

Principal
 Ann Ronus Chair

LIBRARIANS
Stephen Biagini
Benjamin Picard
KT Somero

CONDUCTING 
FELLOWS
Carlos Ágreda
Ross Jamie Collins

Michelle Di Russo
Anna Handler

* Judith and Thomas 
L. Beckmen LA Phil 
Resident Fellow

+ On sabbatical

The Los Angeles 
Philharmonic string 
section utilizes revolving 
seating on a systematic 
basis. Players listed 
alphabetically change 
seats periodically.

The musicians of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic 
are represented by 
Professional Musicians 
Local 47, AFM.

Miles Benickes
Pam Chanter

Lois Nehring Darr

Kathleen Eberhardt
Barbara Fremont

Bernice E. Greene

David B. Ko
Carol Schnitzer Lewis

Susan Palm

Joseph H. Stein, Jr.
Paul M. Symons
JoAnn G. Wellner

DIRECTORS EMERITI

Robert Rose, Lynn Zimmer

IN MEMORIAM
The Board of Directors pays tribute to the following board members who have recently passed, but whose wisdom, 

passion and commitment to classical music will continue to inspire and guide us in the decades to come.

Henry Freund, Norman Gorin, Anne Holland, Gary Schahet, Gloria Scoby

PALM SPRINGS FRIENDS OF PHILHARMONIC
FOUNDED 1973

Dr. Mimi Rudulph, Founder – Mrs. Nancy Adler Thornton, Founding Benefactor

OFFICERS

Marnie Duke Mitze, Executive Director
Michael Flannigan, Ticketing and Administrative Coordinator

Dean Kauffman, President
John Fox, Vice President – Finance & Administration
Lucinda Schissler, Vice-President – Artist Selection

Douglas G. Stewart, Vice-President – Advancement
Larry Pitts, Treasurer

Roberta Holland, Recording Secretary

DIRECTORS



THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF 
THE PALM SPRINGS FRIENDS OF PHILHARMONIC 
wishes to express its gratitude to the following annual donors:

DISTINGUISHED 
MAESTRO 
$10,000 and above
Ellie & Richard Bennett
Dean L. & Rosemarie 

Buntrock Foundation
Barbara Fremont
Nancy & George Maas
Harold Matzner
The Nevinny Family
Charles & Yvonne Pigott
Paul M. Symons &  

*John Dare
David & Jessie  

Woolley-Wilson

MAESTRO 
$5,000 – $9,999
Laura & Wayne Bellows
Joni & Miles Benickes
Lynda & Charles Biggs
Carl & Tammy Birnberg
Sallie & Allan Bulley
John & Katherine Fox
Mrs. Karlene Garber
Rich & Judy Guggenhime
Kathy Intihar & Fran Campbell
Dr. & Mrs. David Leshner
Dr. Myron & Joanne Mintz
Margaret D. Ordway 
Susan & Jim Palm
Judy & Jerry Potthoff
Mr. & Mrs. Joseph H. Stein Jr.
Senator & Mrs. Francis  

A. Wong

DISTINGUISHED 
BENEFACTOR
$3,000 – $4,999
Jerry Abeles
Yvonne & Derek Bell
Linda Blank & Mark Jacobs
Lois Nehring Darr
Kathleen & Jerry Eberhardt
Jeannette & Raymond Galante
Bernice E. Greene
T. Robert Greene Foundation
Rosalind & Stanley F.  

Hack, Esq.
Mary Sue & Bob Hawk
Ira Helf & John Knoebel
Elissa Hepner
Patti & Brian Herman
Erik Jaeger & Andreas 

Woytowitz
Mr. & Mrs. Richard Johnston
Dr. David Ko & Dr. Sara Azar
Robert Kohl & Clark Pellett
Dr. Robert & Sharon Lesnik
Jeanne S. Levitt
Carol Schnitzer Lewis

Phillip Mathewson &  
Robert Griffith

Joseph Noren &  
Marnie M. Miller

Larry & Cathy Pitts
Nora Rado
Rella & Monty Rifkin
Phyllis & *Gary Schahet
Gerald J. & Lucinda Schissler
Michael & Pat Schumaecker
Douglas G. Stewart
Sheila & Ira Stone
Robert & Carlyn Stonehill
Anne Swindells
Robert Walker & Ken Beville
Jane Witter & Fred Delanoy

BENEFACTOR
$1,500 – $2,999
Barbara & Alan Abrams
Janet Abrams
Don Alexander &  

Betty Davis Gates
Bill & Judy Allred
Richard Alther
Judith L. Appelbaum
Guy & Nora Barron
Diane & Mike Beemer
Sheri Borax
Steve Brint & Mark Brown 
The Robyn L. & Norman S. 

Brooks Family Foundation
Marla Campagna
Dr. David B. Carroll
Dr. Robert & Sandra Carroll
Sol & Toby Cera
Pam & Tim Chanter
Johnathan & Doria Cobb
Susan E. Cooper
Lois Davidson
David Demers & Robert Tall
Lytton De Silva
Gennaro DeVito
Bob Drake & Gary Wentworth
The Allen & Marilyn Eager 

Charitable Fund
Marcy & Leo Edelstein
Phyllis Mintz Eisenberg
Donald Feinberg
Arturo Fernandez &  

Derek Gordon
John & Joann Firmage
Shirley Fitterman
Dr. Robert J. & Janice Flamer
Norman Forrester &  

William Griffin
Natalie Freeman & Jack Austin
Barbara & Bernie Fromm
Mrs. Deane T. Garrison
Christine & Michael Gennet
Diane & Harold Gershowitz

Cora Ginsberg
Buzz & Peg Gitelson
Philip L. & Ellen V. Glass
Muriel & Ron Goldberg
Carol & Carl Gregory
Toni Hafey
Nan & Reed Harman 

Foundation
Judy & Mel Hecktman
Sharon & Rodney Hill
Roberta Holland
Boyd & Dody Hopkins
Frances Horwich
Maralyn Howard
Loreen Jacobson &  

Bertel Lewis
Michael Jaworski
Norma Jenkins
Carl Johnson &  

Lawrence Seeger
Mrs. George E. Jones
Professor & Mrs. Ken Jowitt
Peter & June Kalkus
Dean Kauffman
Nora Kaufman
Ruth & Malvin Kaufman
Marcia Koslov
Bud Krause
Linda Lechlitner
Norman J. Lewis &  

Myra L. Gordon
Harriet Litt 
Rodney & Susan Lubeznik
Mrs. Ogniana Masser
Brian McCormick &  

Zurich Esposito
Tom & Marnie Mitze
Birgit E. Moller
John P. Monahan Foundation
Deborah & Michael Mullin
Sharon & Richard Nevins
Mr. James Nutter &  

Mr. Philip Burgess
Constance & John Nyhan
Ms. Caryl Olins
Jacqueline & Barry  

Panter, M.D.
Georganne Papac
Beth & Larry Peerce
Mary Pohlad
Gary Pollock & Laura Conti
Peggy & Peter Preuss
Robert Richards
*Theodore & Carol Robinson
Marcella Ruble
Frank M. Ryan, M.D.
Elise Sacks
Sherry & Howard Schor
*Gloria & Michael Scoby
Jane & Larry Sherman
Evelyn & David Simon

Sheila Sloan
Jeffrey Sosnick &  

Albert A. Carucci
Donald Stein
Kenneth Talmage & Jin Kim
Kory & Betty Teoman
Rosemarie Vacano
Marsha & David Veit
Jean Baur Viereck
James & Lucy Wang
Dr. Weyburn Wasson &  

Dr. Robert Meili
David Weigle & Mark Yacko
Alice & Jesse Weinger
David & Troy Weissberg 
JoAnn G. Wellner
Jane Woolley

PATRON
$500 – $1,499
Steven Acree & Jae Kim
Dinesh & Raj Agrawal
Debbie Allen
Heidi Anderson
William & Patricia Anton
Noyes & Elizabeth Avery
Rhona Bader
Janet Ball
Constance M. Barton
Rose & Michael Baskin
Cash & Betty Baxter
Jonathan R. Beard &  

Grace Nordhoff
John R. Benfield, M.D. & 

Mary Ann Shaw
Dr. Judith Bensinger 
Roger G. Bensinger &  

Robin Groth
Drs. Rainer & Carolyn  

Izu Bergmann
Harriet K. Bernstein
Marlene & Bert Bilsky
Jim & Martha Blackburn
Allyn Blencoe &  

Dean McIntosh
Steven & Carol Bloch
Dr. Charles & Mrs.  

Lynne Bomzer
Barbara & Ronald Borden
Ann Broadwell
Dr. & Mrs. Austin G. Buffum
Richard & MaryJeanne Burke
Bianca & Jim Cameron
Anne Camil
Elizabeth M. Campbell
Joe Cantrell
Paul R. Christen
Joanne & Bill Chunowitz
J. Patrick Cooney &  

Karl Buchberg

*In Memoriam



Daniella & Eric Cowle
Joel T. Cutler
Christopher Davidson & 

*James Watterson
Judy & Lee Davidson
Garret Demarest
Mrs. Dorothy Deming
Isabelle Diamond
Svanhild Dolin
Dr. & Mrs. Harry Domicone
Joan Don
Deborah Dooley &  

Paul Mittermeyer
Kevin Doran
Martha Drake
Sheila Dulin
Joy Dunlevie & Ted Humphrey
Larry Fechter &  

Tom Stansbury
Ariela Gallen
Linda Gazecki
Mrs. Gay Goerz
Tom & Alix Goodman
Joyce Gorney
Bridget Gray
*Arline Greenblatt
Helen & Alan Greene
Willie & Joanne Greenspan
Joyce Grim
Peter & Marla Gropper 
Diane & Cynthia Gunn
Rod & Diane Hassett

MaryEllen Herman &  
Phil Markel

Deon Hilger & Jerry Delaney
Michael & Joan Hirsch
Harvey Hoeppner
Burton & Libby Hoffman
Robert & Lorna Houck
John Hoyda
Suzan & Steven Hyman
Ursula Johnson
Al Jones
Andrew & Andrea Josephson
Dick Kahn & Sue Freeman
Sherwin Kaplan & Patricia 

Sullivan
Harriet R. Karmin
Fred L. Karren
Retha Ellen Keenan
Harold & Joan Kern
Maxine & Joe Kirshenbaum
G.P. Paul Kowal
Martin & Judy Krasnov
Dr. & Mrs. Walter F.  

Krengel Jr.
Jo Laird & I. Michael Danoff
Drs. Howard Lee & Jean Lew
James Levitas
Tom & Judy Lewis
Ruth & Bill Mainzer
Jerry Marshak &  

Signe Bergman
Judith & Jonathan Marshall
Patricia & Richard May

Nicky & Lester Mayber
Jon & Marjorie McGihon
Pamela & Eugene McGuire
Allan McMurray & Judy Kaffka
Eunice & Jerry Meister
William & Jane Melzer
Mr. Thomas Miller
James T. & Marianne  

D. Millican
Les Modie
Colonel & Mrs. Dave Mueh
Fran Muir
Judy & Mike Musiker
Dr. David Norgard &  

Joseph Oppold III
Eva Cebulski Olivier
Rob & Jason Ollander-Krane
Cydney Osterman
Dr. Marsha & William Pachter
Dean & Marilyn Park
Laurie & Mark Parkin
David Peck & Dennis Duca
John & Gayle Perl
David H. Perrin
Norma Person
Rita & Robert Philip
Nancy Rapoport &  

Mal Rudner
Vicki M. Rauscher
Susan & Arthur Rebell
Gail Richards
Douglas Rioth
Susan & John Rothschild

Sharon Seraphin & Ulf Lokke
Anneruth Serman
Richard & Nurit Sheehan
Mrs. John C. Shevlin
Mike & Lynn Shields
Nancy & Stan Sibell
Christa Siegel
J. Robert Sillonis &  

Michael D. Welter
Linda & Jesse Singh 
Danforth M. Smith
Robert & Shelia Snukal
Nora & Jay S. Spak
Ann & Robert Stevens
Jane Townsend &  

*Alan Gross
Faye K. Triggs
Vicki & Michael Turoff
Julie Tybout
Leslie & Dr. Barry Usow
Craig & Junior Vickers
David & Marlyne Weiner
Marysia Weiss, Ph.D. &  

Stuart Weiss
Lita June Widran
Dr. David E. Wolfe
Eileen & Lawrence Zoll

SUPPORTER
$250 – $499
Melvon Ankeny
Gerald & Sharon Appel

*In Memoriam

Introducing Our New Corporate Circle
SHARE OUR PASSION. INVEST IN THE ARTS. CHANGE LIVES.

Call 760-341-1013 and join today!

Corporate CirclE FOUNDING MEMBERS



Michael & Lee Bard
Marlene Baumgarten
Darryl K. Beach
Eleanor & Bruce Blank
Al Bloch & Fefe Passer
Robert Bracken &  

George Applegate
Sigrun Braverman, Ph.D.
Mr. & Mrs. Alfred Bryman
Dr. Rich Cansdale
Daniel Carey & Michael 

Thigpen
Bonnie Carmell
Dr. & Mrs. Robert Corne
Sally Cherry Dempsey
Keith & Vikki Dorsey
David Dotlich & Doug Elwood
Jane Effress &  

Harvey Lambert
Robert Elmore & Paul Zak
Karen Engman
John & Noella Farrauto
Jeffrey & Suzanne Feder
William Feis
Mel Flint & Lori Araque 
Barbara & Peter Gleissner
Carol Glickman
Philip & Carol Goldsmith
Phil & Judy Goldstein
Dr. Robert & Maxine 

Greenstein
Helene & Bruce Hanson
George & Libby Henrich
Murray & Barbara Hirsch
Mr. & Mrs. Roy E. Hofer
Sherry Kaplan
Susan Karsen
Fran Kaufman
Sheila W. Keeshin
Cheryl & Joe Kennedy
Sheldon & Barbara Kent
Richard & Dena Krown
David Lee
Robert Lehman & Christopher 

Mathews
Mr. & Mrs. Julian Levy
Robert & Carol Lowitz
Rick & Roseve Mainzer
Marliyn Malkin
Dr. Robert B. &  

Suzanne J. Martin
Nick McCully
Joseph & Shirley McEvoy
John & Barbara Melcher
Jeanie Mills
Martha & Mark Moench
Susan & Doug Myrland
Susan Nathan
Richard C. Nelson
Marylin Noll
Gary L. Nudell &  

Craig Heywood
Jack & Sharin Orr
Harold & Miriam Paley

Elizabeth Parese
W. Stuver Parry
Lynn & Jim Philpot
Diane Rader
Melinda Raphael Goodman
Michael Romberg &  

Meir Klapper
Leslie Roth
Ellen & William Sachs
Robert G. Sanderson
Mariana Scarcella & James 

Slagter
Trudy Schwartz
Sanford Seplow &  

Susan Walpert
Connie Lou Shiras
Dr. Paul & Sybil Silverstein
Arline Small
Barbara Spencer
Marie Staudhammer
Diane D. Stauffer
Chuck Steinman &  

John Marksbury
Eileen & Marv Stern
Dr. Tom & Sherry Stevens
Barbara W. Thormann
Bob & Jackie Thornton
André van Niekerk &  

Steven Rogers
Arlene & Bill Wadsworth
Judy Wallis
Steven L. Washington
Mary & Jim Wilson
Marvin & Robbie Winick
Gary Ziesés & Esin Aldridge

CONTRIBUTOR
$100 – $249
American Online Giving 

Foundation
Merle Arenson
Helen Astleford
Dr. James Barry
Helen Risom Belluschi
Zeev & Shoshanna Berger
M. Andrew Berisford &  

Bruce M. Hatrak
Melinda & Harvey Bernstein
Shelley Ann Birenbaum
Sharon Black
James Blakeley III
Howard & Caroline Booth 
Carole Bowen
Andy Brancuccio &  

*Ken Sandacata
Janet Hartzler Braslow, M.D.
Marcia Brewer
Minette Brown
Richard E. Brown
Elaine & Jack Brush
Sue Cameron
Mary Carlson
Penny Carpenter
Bruce Cervone
Joseph Cifarelli

Joan & Frank Cohee
Michael & Ann Congdon 
Bram Conley
Corinne & Roger Coplan
Dr. Gerald & Marianne Corey
James V. Daber &  

Robin L. Goode
Larry Da Silva
Edwina Davis
Franck-Alsid de  

Chambeau, Ph.D.
John Martin Deely
Anneke Delen
Nicholas Delgado
Ingrid DeMarta &  

Judy Osborne
Christiane Douglas
Janice Dunn
Dr. & Mrs. Leopold Eisenberg
Mr. & Mrs. Mike Ellzey
Armand Espinola &  

Stephen Ohara
Carol Faxon
Robert Feferman &  

Steven Bing
Jeanette & Saul Fein
Hank Finesilver 
Frances & John Fleckenstein
Larry Fox & Gail Baum
Arva & Robert Frank
Rhoda Frankel
Sidney & Jacqueline Freedman
Jacob Frick & William Pape
Emanuel Gambino 
Adrienne Garland
Mr. & Mrs. Steve Gittelman
Renee Glickman
Susan B. Goldberg &  

Miriam Nugit
Deborah & Sidney Goldman
Thorey & Barry Goldstein
Carol Goldwasser
Joseph Gole & Sook Lee
Steve & Carolyn Goodfriend
Dr. & Mrs. Edward E. Gordon
Donald C. Graham
Dr. Robert & Vivian Greene
Stephanie & Tom Greer
Lianne Gulka
Larry D. Harper
Doris B. Heckerman
Gwen Herron
John F. & Judith C. Hon
Mark & Beatrix Houghton
Penny Hudnut &  

Stephen Schoenfeld
Jim Karpiak
Jack Keller
Karen Klein
Dr. & Mrs. George H. Koenig
Kenneth & Anne Laconde
Mary Vaughan Lester 
Dr. Robert & Kay Levine
Reva S. Levy
Robert Lewinter

Edith Leyasmeyer
Bonny & Drew Link
Pat & Jan Livingston
James Lockwood 
Kathleen Logan
David Lopez 
Laurel Malkin & David Folk
Mary McEvoy Carroll
Mark McGowan &  

Didona Marcinkevicius
Joseph Migliore & Jane Udall
Foong Mo Moon
Jacqueline Moore 
Michael H. Motherway
Bob & Fran Moyer
Andrew Nelson
Rick & Virginia Newton
Ella Ohana
Michael Pagliaro
R. J. Parsons-McCrackin
Dr. Christine Peters
Tom & Jean Platt
Raymond Price & Esmé Ryan
Bob & Susan Pristave
Marty Pullam & Mark 

Thompson 
Marsha Reed Nall
Gisela & Nelson Reid 
Paul Reid & Tom Hartnett
Ann Robinow
Robert Rogers
Klaus & Coleen Roggenkamp
Pia Rose
Dr. Joan Rubane
Dario Sacramone &  

John Pariseau
Rhoda & Peter Samuels
Dr. & Mrs. Andrew Sanderson
Howard Sayette 
Louise E. Schulz
Judith Schwartz
Steven Shaer
Peggy Sheren
Butch Shimelman
Marcus Silvi
Ronald & Kim Marie Singer
Tami Smason
Hilary Swirsky
Robert Tannenbaum
Jim & Linda Tjaden
Pauline Trimarco
Mark & Janet van Hartesvelt
Linda & Howard Vogel
Paula & Daniel Voorhees
Susan & John Walker
Sandra Wetrich & Max Davis
John White
Joanna Whittaker
Charlene Williamson
LaVerne Woods
DeAnn Young
Douglas Young
Ellen Yuracko
Judith B. Zacher, M.D.

*In Memoriam



Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic 
Through the Decades

Mimi Rudulph creates 
a founding committee 

to bring the Los Angeles 
Philharmonic to the Coachella 
Valley; committee members 
were Mrs. George S. Pathy, 
Ann Heavey, Joseph Whiteford, 
Nancy Adler Thornton.

The series presents 
its first out-of-state 

orchestra – the Pittsburgh 
Symphony with André Previn, 
conductor. The expanded 
6-concert 
series 
includes a 
recital by 
violinist, 
Nathan 
Milstein.

1973

January 8: Mimi 
Rudulph meets with LA 

Phil’s CEO, Ernest Fleischmann, 
and finalizes agreement for a 
concert in Palm Springs; at 
Fleischmann’s suggestion, the 
new organization is called Palm 
Springs Friends of the Los 
Angeles Philharmonic.

April 26: The Los Angeles 
Philharmonic under the direction 
of Zubin 
Mehta 
performs to 
a sold-out 
audience 
at Palm 
Springs 
High 
School.

1974

Based on the first 
concert’s success, 

plans are made for two concerts 
by the LA Phil and a recital by 
pianist, Peter Serkin.

1975

1982

Auditions are held to 
award scholarships to 

young music instrumentalists 
in the Coachella Valley; there 
was a rigorous audition process 
overseen by the Board of 
Directors; all applicants must 
“be ready to perform three 
different compositions and must 
bring their own accompanist”.

1976

The series hosts its 
first appearance by an 

international orchestra – the 
London Philharmonic Orchestra 
with Vladimir Ashkenazy, 
conductor, and pianist. The series 
includes a special concert by 
Henry Mancini and his orchestra 
featuring music from “Pink 
Panther” and “Peter Gunn”.

1984

Youth music education 
programs no longer 

involve auditions but longer 
term support is given to three 
local students pursuing music 
study; A Music Mobile tours 
local schools.

1985



Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic 
Through the Decades

The seven-concert 
series includes the 

first presentation of Israel 
Philharmonic Orchestra with 
Zubin Mehta.

1989

The sold-out series 
moves from Palm 

Springs High School to the new 
McCallum Theatre. The 5-concert 
series includes performances by 
the Los Angeles Philharmonic, 
Seattle Symphony, Baltimore 
Symphony, Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, and a recital 
by Itzhak Perlman.

1988

Board member Ann 
Heavey begins the 

recruiting process to bring 
Vienna Philharmonic to the 
series. Plans for March 1992 do 
not come to fruition.

1990

Two children’s concerts 
are presented at the 

Palm Springs High School 
by Utah Symphony, who was 
performing on a Community 
Concert Series.

1991

20th Anniversary 
Season and the name 

of the organization is updated 
to Palm Springs Friends of 
Philharmonic.

As part of the revived youth 
education program, 48 local 
instrumental students audition 
for prizes; conversations begin 
with ISOMATA (Idyllwild School 
of Music and the Arts – now 
known as Idyllwild Arts) and 
scholarships are awarded to 
local students to attend summer 
music camp – a program that 
still exists today.

1994

The series includes five 
concerts with Boston 

Symphony, St. Louis Symphony, 
Dresden 
Orchestra, 
Academy 
of St 
Martin 
in the 
Fields, and 
a recital 
by Itzhak 
Perlman.

1996

Cellist Yo-Yo Ma 
performs on the 

series, followed by the annual 
donor dinner in the lobby of the 
McCallum Theatre. YoYo Ma 
makes a surprise appearance 
at the dinner, pouring wine for 
special guests.

1997



Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic 
Through the Decades

25th Anniversary 
Seasons opens with 

performance by the New York 
Philharmonic, conducted by 
Kurt Masur, representing the 
orchestra’s only appearance on 
the series.

1999

The series partners 
with McCallum 

Theatre’s Youth Education 
program to bring orchestral 
music to local school children.

2004

The sold-out series 
has a wait list of over 

400 names of those wishing 
to subscribe; a new $5,000 
Maestro category is added to 
annual donor levels.

2000

After decades of effort 
on the part of board 

member Anne Heavey, the 
Vienna Philharmonic conducted 
by Semyon Bychkov, performs 
on the series.

2011

The Los Angeles 
Philharmonic conducted 

by Gustavo Dudamel performs 
on March 2; on March 11 the 
final concert of the season by 
Rotterdam Philharmonic is 
canceled due to travel restrictions 
from Covid-19. In September, the 
board of directors cancels the 
entire 2020-2021 season.

2020

In lieu of a concert 
season due to 

Covid-19, a special music 
emergency grant program 
is provided to local schools 
primarily for the purchase 
of musical instruments; the 
competitive program awards 
over $60,000 to local schools.

2021

On January 12, the 
Royal Philharmonic 

Orchestra, conducted by 
Vasily Petrenko, reopens the 
series after almost two years 
of shutdown. 600 enthusiastic 
audience members revel in 
the opportunity to hear live 
music including a powerful 
performance of Elgar’s Enigma 
Variations.

Following the February 2022 
Russian invasion of Ukraine, 
the Russian National Orchestra 
concert (scheduled for January 
2023) is cancelled, marking a 
closure to international touring 
by Russian orchestras.

2022

The Los Angeles 
Philharmonic 

Orchestra opens the series 
50th Anniversary season. The 
orchestra is conducted by 
beloved conductor Zubin Mehta 
– who conducted the very first 
concert in 1974.

2024



Academy of St Martin 
in the Fields
• Kenneth Sillito – 2/7/1996
• Sir Neville Marriner – 

4/30/1997
• Joshua Bell – 3/19/2007
• Joshua Bell – 3/19/2014
• Jeremy Denk – 3/10/2019
• Joshua Bell – 3/8/2022
• Tomo Keller – 3/6/2023

American Youth 
Symphony
• Mehli Mehta – 12/6/1981
• Mehli Mehta – 1/13/1985
• Mehli Mehta – 3/19/1989
• Mehli Mehta – 1/8/1995
• Alexander Treger – 

1/31/2000
• Alexander Treger – 

3/10/2003

Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra
• David Zinman – 3/16/1988

Bamberg Symphony
• Christoph Eschenbach – 

2/20/2017

BBC Concert Orchestra
• Keith Lockhart – 2/13/2013

BBC Philharmonic
• Yan Pascal Tortelier – 

3/22/1995
• Andrew Davis – 3/3/1998

Bolshoi Symphony 
Orchestra
• Valery Polyansky – 

3/5/2001

Boston Symphony 
Orchestra
• Seiji Ozawa – 2/14/1996
• Ludovic Morlot – 

12/9/2011

Bruckner Orchestra Linz
• Dennis Russell Davie – 

2/8/2017

Budapest Festival 
Orchestra
• Ivan Fischer – 1/13/2006

California Chamber 
Symphony
• Henri Temianka – 

1/12/1982

Chicago Symphony 
Orchestra
• Riccardo Muti – 2/18/2012
• Riccardo Muti – 

10/19/2017

China National 
Symphony Orchestra
• Xincao Li – 3/4/2013

China Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
• Long Yu – 2/27/2005
• Long Yu – 4/19/2011

Cincinnati Symphony 
Orchestra
• Jesus Lopez-Cobos – 

3/13/1992
• Jesus Lopez-Cobos – 

3/17/1997
• Paavo Jarvi – 4/16/2007

Cleveland Orchestra
• Christoph von Dohnanyi – 

10/24/1991
• Franz Welser-Most – 

4/19/2012

Czech Philharmonic
• Vladimir Ashkenazy – 

3/22/2000
• Vladimir Ashkenazy – 

2/26/2003 
• Leoš Svárovský – 

2/27/2008

Danish National 
Symphony Orchestra
• Fabio Luisi – 3/29/2017

Dresden Philharmonic 
Orchestra
• Philippe Entremont – 

1/24/1994

Dublin Philharmonic 
Orchestra
• Derek Gleeson – 3/16/2009

Estonian National 
Symphony Orchestra
• Eri Klas – 3/25/2009
• Arvo Volmer – 2/6/2018

Filharmonie Brno
• Dennis Russell Davies – 

2/14/23

Gewandhaus Orchestra
• Kurt Masur – 4/21/1991
• Riccardo Chailly 

– 2/18/2010 
*Formerly known as: 
Gewandhausorchester 
Leipzig

Glendale Philharmonic 
Orchestra
• Carmen Dragon – 4/3/1981

Haifa Symphony 
Orchestra
• Boguslaw Dawidow – 

3/11/2014

Henry Mancini and his 
Orchestra
• Henry Mancini – 4/25/1984

Hungarian National 
Philharmonic
• Zoltan Kocsis – 1/22/2003

Israel Philharmonic 
• Zubin Mehta – 3/21/1989
• Zubin Mehta – 1/7/1998
• Zubin Mehta – 10/28/2012
• Zubin Mehta – 11/9/2015
• Lahav Shani – 11/2/2022

LA Opera Orchestra
• James Conlon – 

11/19/2019

London Philharmonic 
Orchestra
• Robert Minczuk – 

3/15/2006

London Symphony 
Orchestra
• Michael Tilson Thomas – 

3/26/2015

Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra
• Gerard Schwarz – 

2/10/1980
• Christof Perick – 4/7/1988
• Randall Behr – 1/7/1990

Guest Orchestras Through the Decades

Chicago Symphony Orchestra

Gewandhaus Orchestra



• Christof Perick – 
3/11/1991

• Iona Brown – 2/13/1992
• Heiichiro Ohyama – 

3/18/1993

Los Angeles 
Philharmonic
• Zubin Mehta – 4/26/1974
• Zubin Mehta – 4/3/1975
• Andrew Davis – 1/25/1975
• André Previn – 1/17/1976
• Zubin Mehta – 4/24/1976
• Zubin Mehta – 1/15/1977
• Zubin Mehta – 4/16/1977
• Zubin Mehta – 12/9/1977
• Erich Leinsdorf – 

2/11/1978
• Zubin Mehta – 4/15/1978
• Carlo Maria Giulini – 

11/30/1978
• Carlo Maria Giulini – 

4/6/1979
• Zubin Mehta – 12/19/1979

• Carlo Maria Giulini – 
4/12/1980

• Carlo Maria Giulini – 
12/5/1980

• Leonard Slatkin – 
1/21/1981

• Myung-Whun Chung – 
4/24/1982

• Michael Tilson Thomas – 
11/23/1982

• Garcia Navarro – 
3/16/1983

• Michael Tilson Thomas – 
1/7/1984

• Herbert Blomstedt – 
2/29/1984

• Sir Charles Barnard 
Groves, CBE – 3/16/1985

• Paavo Berglund – 
1/18/1986

• Claus Peter Flor – 
1/10/1987

• André Previn – 1/23/1988
• Heiichiro Ohyama – 

2/25/1989
• David Zinman – 4/21/1990
• Yuri Temirkanov – 

12/15/1990
• Zubin Mehta – 12/14/1991
• Vladimir Ashkenazy – 

1/16/1993
• David Zinman – 1/29/1994
• Esa-Pekka Salonen – 

2/25/1995
• Alexander Treger – 

1/20/1998
• Hans Vonk (25th 

Anniversary Season) – 
4/9/1999

• Emmanuel Krivine – 
2/27/2000

• Emmanuel Krivine – 
1/23/2001

• Yasuo Shinozaki – 
2/11/2003

• Esa-Pekka Salonen – 
2/5/2006

• Gustavo Dudamel – 
1/7/2007

• Gennady Rozhdestvensky 
– 2/17/2008

• Charles Dutoit – 2/8/2009
• Robin Ticciati – 3/21/2010
• Gustavo Dudamel – 

1/11/2011
• Charles Dutoit – 2/26/2012
• Vassily Sinaisky – 

1/13/2013
• James Conlon – 4/2/2014
• Miguel Harth-Bedoya – 

1/25/2015
• Nicholas McGegan – 

4/3/2016
• Bramwell Tovey – 1/6/2017

• Matthias Pintscher – 
1/7/2018

• Gustavo Dudamel – 
3/1/2020

• Dalia Stasevska – 4/2/23

Mariinsky Theatre 
Orchestra
• Valery Gergiev – 4/15/2005 

*Formerly known as: Kirov 
Orchestra

Minnesota Orchestra
• Edo de Waart – 1/23/1992
• Eiji Oue – 2/5/1997

Montreal Symphony 
Orchestra
• Kent Nagano – 3/22/2016

Moscow Philharmonic 
Orchestra
• Mark Ermler – 4/9/1992
• Yuri Simonov – 1/27/2005

Moscow Radio 
Symphony Orchestra
• Sergey Kondrashev – 

3/1/2004

• Alexei Kornienko – 
3/15/2010 
*Now known as: 
Tchaikovsky Symphony 
Orchestra

Mozarteum Orchestra 
Salzburg 
• Hans Graf – 3/12/1985

Munich Philharmonic
• Philippe Entremont – 

2/18/2009

New York Philharmonic
• Kurt Masur – 1/5/1999

National Philharmonic 
Orchestra of Russia
• Vladimir Spivakov – 

2/23/2007

National Symphony 
Orchestra
• Mstislav Rostropovich – 

10/10/1983
• Mstislav Rostropovich – 

1/26/1989

Cleveland Orchestra

Rotterdam Philharmonic Orchestra 
Photo Credit Guido Pijper

Vienna Philharmonic 



Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House
• Sir Edward Downes, CBE – 

3/13/1999

Orchestra of  
St. Luke’s
• André Previn – 4/10/1995

Orchestre National du 
Capitole de Toulouse
• Michel Plasson – 

1/10/1985

Orchestre National de 
France
• Lorin Maazel – 3/11/1987
• Lorin Maazel – 3/12/1990
• Charles Dutoit – 3/2/1994

Orchestre 
Philharmonique de 
Monte-Carlo
• James DePreist – 

4/20/1998

Oregon Symphony
• James DePreist – 

4/10/2003

Orpheus Chamber 
Orchestra
• 1/13/2022

Orquesta Nacional de 
España
• Rafael Frühbeck de Burgos 

– 3/20/2001
• Josep Pons – 4/19/2010

Orquesta Sinfónica del 
Estado de México
• Enrique Bátiz Campbell – 

3/18/2008 

• Enrique Bátiz Campbell – 
3/11/2015

Pacific Symphony
• Carl St.Clair – 4/2/1993
• Carl St.Clair – 3/4/2002
• Carl St.Clair – 1/6/2010
• Carl St.Clair – 1/27/2011
• Carl St.Clair – 2/5/2014
• Carl St.Clair – 3/19/2018
• Carl St.Clair – 1/30/2019
• Carl St.Clair – 2/5/2020
• Carl St.Clair – 3/15/2022
• Carl St.Clair – 2/6/2023

Philharmonia Orchestra
• Vladimir Ashkenazy – 

2/26/1984
• Esa-Pekka Salonen – 

3/19/2019

Pittsburgh Symphony 
Orchestra
• André Previn – 2/21/1982
• Mariss Jansons – 

3/28/1999
• Andrew Davis – 3/29/2007

Polish Baltic Frédéric 
Chopin Philharmonic
• Boguslaw Dawidow – 

3/16/2016

Prague Symphony 
Orchestra
• Petr Altrichter – 3/14/2005

Prague Philharmonia
• Emmanuel Villaume – 

1/24/2017

Rotterdam 
Philharmonic Orchestra
• Yannick Nézet-Séguin – 

2/12/2015

Royal Concertgebouw 
Orchestra
• Herbert Blomstedt – 

2/18/2004

Royal Philharmonic 
Orchestra
• Vladimar Ashkenazy – 

2/15/1989
• Yuri Temirkanov – 

2/7/1995
• Daniele Gatti – 1/17/2000
• Daniele Gatti – 2/3/2004
• Pinchas Zukerman – 

1/22/2008
• Charles Dutoit – 1/24/2012
• Pinchas Zukerman – 

1/20/2014
• Pinchas Zukerman – 

1/18/2016
• Thierry Fischer – 

1/24/2018
• Pinchas Zukerman – 

1/23/2020
• Vasily Petrenko – 

1/12/2022

Royal Scottish National 
Orchestra
• Thomas Søndergård – 

4/2/2019

Russian National 
Orchestra
• Mikhail Pletnev – 

1/10/1993
• Mikhail Pletnev – 4/8/1998
• Carlo Ponti, Jr. – 

2/26/2001
• Giancarlo Guerrero – 

2/19/2013
• Mikhail Pletnev – 

2/23/2016
• Mikhail Pletnev – 

2/26/2019

Russian State 
Symphony Orchestra
• Igor Golovschin – 2/3/1994
• Mark Gorenstein – 

1/25/2011

St. Louis Symphony 
Orchestra
• Leonard Slatkin – 

2/22/1993
• Leonard Slatkin – 

3/26/1996
• Hans Vonk – 2/16/1999
• David Robertson – 

4/15/2010
• David Robertson – 

3/19/2013
• David Robertson – 

1/28/2016
• David Robertson – 

1/15/2018

Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra
• Pinchas Zukerman – 

1/20/1983
• Pinchas Zukerman – 

2/22/1990

St. Petersburg 
Philharmonic Orchestra
• Yuri Temirkanov – 

2/21/2002
• Nikolai Alexeev – 

3/24/2011
• Nikolai Alexeev – 

2/27/2014
• Nikolai Alexeev – 

3/13/2017

San Diego Symphony 
Orchestra
• Jahja Ling – 1/14/2015
• Rafael Payare – 3/2/2022
• Domingo Hindoyan – 

1/8/2023

St. Louis Symphony Orchestra

Los Angeles Philharmonic



CELLO

Carter Brey
• 2/22/1990 – The Saint Paul 

Chamber Orchestra
• 4/2/1993 – Pacific 

Symphony
• 1/24/1994 – Dresden 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Colin Carr
• 3/22/1995 – BBC 

Philharmonic

Charlie Curtis
• 12/6/1981 – American 

Youth Symphony

Leonard Elschenbroich
• 1/30/2019 – Pacific 

Symphony

Amanda Forsyth 
• 1/20/2014 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Natasha Gutman
• 2/25/1989 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Gary Hoffman
• 3/18/1993 – Los Angeles 

Chamber Orchestra

Ronald Leonard
• 4/16/1977 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/29/1994 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic (2 cellos with 
Gloria Lum)

Gloria Lum
• 1/29/1994 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic (2 cellos with 
Ronald Leonard)

Yo-Yo Ma
• 3/16/1988 – Baltimore 

Symphony Orchestra
• 3/11/1997 – Recital

Sophie Shao
• 2/13/2013 – BBC Concert 

Orchestra

Jürnjakob Timm 
• 4/21/1991 – Gewandhaus 

Orchestra (2 soloists with 
Christian Funke, violin)

Alisa Weilerstein
• 3/24/2011 – St. Petersburg 

Philharmonic Orchestra

CLARINET

Stephen Williamson
• 10/19/2017 – Chicago 

Symphony Orchestra

FLUTE

Mark Sparks
• 3/19/2013 – St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra

GUITAR

Pepe Romero
• 3/20/2001 – Orquesta 

Nacional de España

Alfonso Moreno
• 3/18/2008 – Orquesta 

Sinfónica del Estado de 
México

• 3/11/2015 – Orquesta 
Sinfónica del Estado de 
México

MANDOLIN

Avi Avital
• 2/26/2015 – Venice 

Baroque Orchestra
• 3/6/23 – Academy of St 

Martin in the Fields

Guest Artists Through the Decades

Garrick Ohlsson
Photo credit Dario Acosta

Anne Akiko Meyers 
Photo credit David Zentz

San Francisco 
Symphony
• Herbert Blomstedt – 

2/14/1990
• Michael Tilson Thomas – 

3/6/2000
• Michael Tilson Thomas – 

1/20/2005
• Michael Tilson Thomas – 

1/29/2009

Seattle Symphony
• Gerard Schwarz – 2/1/1988
• Gerard Schwarz – 

3/18/1991
• Gerard Schwarz – 

4/10/2008
• Ludovic Morlot – 4/4/2018

Sejong Soloists
• Gil Shaham – 4/6/2009 

*Formerly known as: 
Sejong Chamber Orchestra

Shanghai Symphony 
Orchestra 
• Long Yu – 11/25/2009

Staatskapelle Berlin
• Daniel Barenboim – 

1/8/2004

Staatskapelle Dresden
• Giuseppe Sinopoli – 

4/25/1996 
• Giuseppe Sinopoli – 

1/18/2001

State Academic 
Symphony Orchestra of 
the Russian Federation
• Edward Chivzhel – 

1/25/1991 
*Formerly known as: 
USSR State Symphony 
Orchestra

Swedish Chamber 
Orchestra
• Thomas Dausgaard – 

4/4/2008

Symphonica Toscanini
• Lorin Maazel – 1/23/2007

Tchaikovsky St. 
Petersburg Symphony 
Orchestra
• Roman Leontiev – 

3/12/2012

Utah Symphony
• Joseph Silverstein – 

3/6/1986
• Keith Lockhart – 2/26/2006
• Thierry Fischer – 

2/17/2020

Vancouver Symphony 
Orchestra
• Bramwell Tovey – 

1/29/2013

Venice Baroque 
Orchestra
• 2/26/2015

Vienna Johann Strauss 
Orchestra
• Kurt Wöss – 1/21/1987

Vienna Philharmonic
• Semyon Bychkov – 

3/2/2011

Warsaw National 
Philharmonic Orchestra 
• Kazimierz Kord – 

3/15/1987
• Kazimierz Kord – 

1/20/1997
• Boguslaw Dawidow – 

3/14/2011

WDR Symphony 
Orchestra Cologne
• Semyon Bychkov – 

2/12/2002



OBOE

Stephen Taylor
• 4/10/1995 – Orchestra of 

St. Luke’s

PIANO

Piotr Anderszewski
• 4/4/2008 – Swedish 

Chamber Orchestra

Leif Ove Andsnes
• 1/20/1998 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Vladimir Ashkenazy
• 2/26/1984 – Philharmonia 

Orchestra
• 3/22/2000 – Czech 

Philharmonic

Dickran Atamian
• 3/18/1991 – Seattle 

Symphony

Emanuel Ax
• 1/23/1988 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/25/2015 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Jonathan Biss
• 3/29/2007 – Pittsburgh 

Symphony Orchestra

Yefim Bronfman
• 1/29/1994 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 2/27/2000 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 2/21/2002 – St. Petersburg 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 1/7/2007 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 3/28/2006 – Recital
• 2/26/2023 – Pacific 

Symphony

Rudolf Buchbinder
1/7/1984 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Myung-Whun Chung
• 4/6/1979 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Alicia de Larrocha
• 3/17/1997 – Cincinnati 

Symphony Orchestra

Jeremy Denk
• 4/4/2018 – Seattle 

Symphony
• 3/10/2019 – Academy of St 

Martin in the Fields

Yuja Wang
Photo credit Kurt Edwards

Misha Dichter
• 3/16/1983 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 3/19/1989 – American 

Youth Symphony

Brigitte Engerer
• 1/10/1985 – Orchestre 

National du Capitole de 
Toulouse

Philippe Entremont
• 1/24/1994 – Dresden 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 2/18/2009 – Munich 

Philharmonic

Alan Feinberg
• 10/24/1991 – Cleveland 

Orchestra

Jonathan Feldman
• 11/17/1982 – Recital

Vladimir Feltsman
• 1/7/1990 – Los Angeles 

Chamber Orchestra
• 1/16/1993 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic 

Rudolf Firkušný
• 11/18/1982 – Recital

Homero Francesch
• 3/12/1985 – Mozarteum 

Orchestra Salzburg

Nelson Freire
• 3/23/2020 – Rotterdam 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Jakob Gimpel
• 2/25/1983 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Mona Golabek
• 1/17/1976 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Richard Goode
• 12/9/2011 – Boston 

Symphony Orchestra

Helene Grimaud
• 2/12/2015 – Rotterdam 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Janet Guggenheim
• 3/16/1981 – Itzhak 

Perlman Recital
• 3/1/1986 – Itzhak Perlman 

Recital
• 3/8/1988 – Itzhak Perlman 

Recital

• 10/19/1989 – Itzhak 
Perlman Recital

• 2/15/1994 – Itzhak 
Perlman Recital

• 1/23/1996 – Itzhak 
Perlman Recital

• 1/27/1999 – Itzhak 
Perlman Recital

• 1/28/2002 – Itzhak 
Perlman Recital

• 1/14/2004 – Itzhak 
Perlman Recital

Armen Guzelimian
• 1/13/1985 – American 

Youth Symphony

Byron Janis
• 1/27/1985 – Recital

Jeffrey Kahane
• 3/11/1991 – Los Angeles 

Chamber Orchestra

Lang Lang
• 2/27/2005 – China 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Alain Lefèvre
• 2/5/2020 – Pacific 

Symphony

Olga Kern
• 2/23/2007 – National 

Philharmonic Orchestra of 
Russia

• 4/2/2019 – Royal Scottish 
National Orchestra

Martin Kasík
• 3/14/2005 – Prague 

Symphony Orchestra

Denis Kozhukhin
• 2/27/2014 – St. Petersburg 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Marcin Koziak
• 3/16/2016 – Polish 

Baltic Frédéric Chopin 
Philharmonic

George Li
• 2/26/2019 – Russian 

National Orchestra

Conor Linehan
• 3/16/2009 – Dublin 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Juliana Markova
• 1/18/1986 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Evgeni Mikhailov
• 3/14/2011 – Warsaw 

National Philharmonic 
Orchestra

Marc Neikrug
• 2/26/1985 – Pinchas 

Zukerman Recital

Andrew von Oeyen
• 1/31/2000 – American 

Youth Symphony

Garrick Ohlsson
• 4/2/2014 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 3/13/2017 – St. Petersburg 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Lambert Orkis
• 2/20/1991 – Recital 

Vladimir Ovchinnikov
• 2/3/1994 – Russian State 

Symphony Orchestra

Jon Kimura Parker
• 1/20/1997 – Warsaw 

National Philharmonic 
Orchestra

• 4/10/2003 – Oregon 
Symphony

• 1/29/2013 – Vancouver 
Symphony Orchestra

Benjamin Pasternack
• 1/27/2011 – Pacific 

Symphony

Alexander Pirozhenko
• 3/12/2012 – Tchaikovsky 

St. Petersburg Symphony 
Orchestra

Ivo Pogorelich
• 2/19/1986 – Recital



Roman Rabinovitz
• 3/11/2014 – Haifa 

Symphony Orchestra

Daria Rabotkina
• 4/15/2005 – Mariinsky 

Theatre Orchestra

Dmitri Ratser
• 1/8/1995 – American Youth 

Symphony

Charles Reiner
• 2/24/1986 – Recital

Yuri Rozum
• 3/1/2004 – Moscow Radio 

Symphony Orchestra

Peter Serkin
• 1975 – Recital
• 2/5/1997 – Minnesota 

Orchestra

Alexander Sinchuk
• 3/15/2010 – Moscow 

Radio Symphony Orchestra

Brooks Smith
• 4/2/1984 – Recital

Ignat Solzhenitsyn
• 4/20/1998 – Orchestre 

Philharmonique de  
Monte-Carlo

Kathryn Stott
• 3/11/1997 – Recital

Jean-Yves Thibaudet
• 3/3/1998 – BBC 

Philharmonic
• 1/23/2001 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/24/2012 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 1/24/2018 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Michael Tilson Thomas
• 11/23/1982 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Alexander Toradze
• 1/26/1989 – National 

Symphony Orchestra
• 2/5/2014 – Pacific 

Symphony

Daniil Trifonov
• 2/19/2013 – Russian 

National Orchestra
• 3/22/2016 – Montreal 

Symphony Orchestra

Ilana Vered
• 1/20/1979 – Recital
• 1/12/1982 – California 

Chamber Symphony

Lars Vogt
• 4/9/1999 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 3/21/2010 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Ralph Votapek
• 2/10/1980 – Los Angeles 

Chamber Orchestra

Yuja Wang
• 2/8/2009 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 11/25/2009 – Shanghai 

Symphony Orchestra
• 10/28/2012 – Israel 

Philharmonic
• 3/26/2015 – London 

Symphony Orchestra
• 2/23/2016 – Russian 

National Orchestra

Shai Wosner
• 2/22/2022 – Pinchas 

Zukerman Recital

Joyce Yang
• 3/25/2009 – Estonian 

National Symphony 
Orchestra

• 2/17/2020 – Utah 
Symphony

Earl Wild
• 2/15/1987 – Recital

SAXOPHONE

Timothy McAllister
• 1/28/2016 – St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra

Branford Marsalis
• 1/13/2022 – Orpheus 

Chamber Orchestra

TRUMPET

Pacho Flores
• 3/2/2022 – San Diego 

Symphony Orchestra

VIOLIN

Anne Akiko Meyers
• 1/8/2023 – San Diego 

Symphony Orchestra

Benjamin Beilman
• 2/6/2018 – Estonian 

National Symphony 
Orchestra

Joshua Bell 
• 2/16/1999 – St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra
• 4/19/2007 – Academy of St 

Martin in the Fields
• 3/19/2014 – Academy of St 

Martin in the Fields
• 3/8/2022 – Academy of St 

Martin in the Fields

Nina Bodner
• 2/22/1993 – St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra

Iona Brown
• 2/13/1992 – Los Angeles 

Chamber Orchestra

Alexei Bruni
• 2/26/2001 – Russian 

National Orchestra

Renaud Capuçon
• 1/13/2006 – Budapest 

Festival Orchestra
• 1/7/2018 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Martin Chalifour
• 4/3/2016 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic (2 violins 
with Nathan Cole)

Sarah Chang
• 1/24/2017 – Prague 

Philharmonia

Chee-Yun
• 3/6/2000 – San Francisco 

Symphony

Ray Chen
• 1/6/2017 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 2/20/2017 – Bamberg 

Symphony

Xi Chen
• 3/4/2013 – China National 

Symphony Orchestra

Nathan Cole
• 4/3/2016 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic (2 violins 
with Martin Chalifour)

James Ehnes
• 3/15/2022 – Pacific 

Symphony

Christian Funke
• 4/21/1991 – Gewandhaus 

Orchestra (2 soloists with 
Jürnjakob Timm, Cello)

Randall Goosby
• 4/2/23 – Los Angeles

Augustin Hadelich
• 1/15/2018 – St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra

Sidney Harth
• 1/25/1974 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/15/1977 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Leila Josefowicz
• 4/30/1997 – Academy of St 

Martin in the Fields

Leonidas Kavakos
• 4/16/2007 – Cincinnati 

Symphony Orchestra
• 1/13/2013 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Nigel Kennedy
• 1/23/1992 – Minnesota 

Orchestra

Joan Kwuon
• 3/18/2008 – Orquesta 

Sinfónica del Estado de 
México

Li Chuan Yun
• 3/4/2013 – China National 

Symphony Orchestra

Carter Brey
Photo credit Christian 
Steiner



Cho-Liang Lin
• 4/24/1982 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/24/1994 – Dresden 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 1/27/2005 – Moscow 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Robert McDuffie
• 2/8/2017 – Bruckner 

Orchester Linz

Midori
• 12/14/1991 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Nathan Milstein
• 11/17/1982 – Recital

Anne-Sophie Mutter
• 2/20/1991 – Recital

Itzhak Perlman
• 3/16/1981 – Recital
• 3/1/1986 – Recital
• 3/8/1988 – Recital
• 10/19/1989 – Recital
• 2/15/1994 – Recital
• 1/23/1996 – Recital
• 1/27/1999 – Recital
• 1/28/2002 – Recital
• 1/14/2004 – Recital

Vadim Repin
• 1/25/1991 – USSR State 

Symphony Orchestra

Ruggiero Ricci
• 4/2/1984 – Recital

Nadja Salerno-
Sonnenberg
• 4/18/2008 – Seattle 

Symphony

Gil Shaham
• 4/8/1998 – Russian 

National Orchestra
• 4/6/2009 – Sejong Soloists
• 4/15/2010 – St. Louis 

Symphony Orchestra
• 1/14/2015 – San Diego 

Symphony Orchestra

Joseph Silverstein
• 3/6/1986 – Utah 

Symphony

Arabella Steinbacher
• 3/15/2006 – London 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Henryk Szeryng
• 2/24/1986 – Recital

Alexander Treger
• 12/15/1990 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Eugene Ugorski
• 2/26/2006 – Utah 

Symphony

Maxim Vengerov
• 4/9/1992 – Moscow 

Philharmonic Orchestra

Bing Wang
• 3/10/2003 – American 

Youth Symphony

Sidney Weiss
• 2/29/1984 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 3/16/1985 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/10/1987 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic

Nikolaj Znaider
• 2/18/2010 – Gewandhaus 

Orchestra
• 4/19/2012 – The Cleveland 

Orchestra

Pinchas Zukerman
• 12/9/1977 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/20/1983 – The Saint Paul 

Chamber Orchestra
• 2/26/1985 – Recital
• 4/21/1990 – Los Angeles 

Philharmonic
• 1/22/2008 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 1/20/2014 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 1/18/2016 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 3/19/2018 – Pacific 

Symphony
• 1/23/2020 – Royal 

Philharmonic Orchestra
• 2/22/2022 – Recital

VOCALISTS

Christina Ascher
• Mezzo-Soprano – 4/7/1988 

– Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra

Kathryn Cowdrick
• Mezzo-Soprano – 

3/11/1991 – Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra

Rita Cullis
• Soprano – 3/13/1999 – 

Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House

Claudia Cummings
• Soprano – 4/3/1981 – 

Glendale Philharmonic 
Orchestra

William Dazeley
• Baritone – 3/13/1999 – 

Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House

Karen Smith Emerson
• Soprano – 1/7/1990 – 

Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra

Matthias Goerne
• Baritone – 2/5/2006 – Los 

Angeles Philharmonic

Judith Howarth
• Soprano – 3/13/1999 – 

Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House

Gwyn Hughes Jones
• Tenor – 3/13/1999 – 

Orchestra of the Royal 
Opera House

Karita Mattila
• Soprano – 2/25/1995 – 

Los Angeles Philharmonic

Kelley O’Connor
• Mezzo-Soprano – 

1/11/2011 – Los Angeles 
Philharmonic

William Parker
• Baritone – 4/7/1988 – 

Los Angeles Chamber 
Orchestra

Tatiana Pavlovskaya
• Soprano – 2/5/2006 – Los 

Angeles Philharmonic

Emily Pulley
• Soprano – 1/6/2010 – 

Pacific Symphony

Scott Ramsay
• Tenor – 1/6/2010 – Pacific 

Symphony

Irina Rubtsova
• Soprano – 3/5/2001 

– Bolshoi Symphony 
Orchestra

Sanford Sylvan
• Baritone – 2/22/1990 – 

The Saint Paul Chamber 
Orchestra

Nolan Van Way
• Tenor – 4/3/1981 – 

Glendale Philharmonic 
Orchestra

Deborah Voigt
• Soprano – 3/29/2017 – 

Danish National Symphony 
Orchestra

Vladimir Ashkenazy
Photo credit Keith 
Saunders



Mimi Rudulph
1974-76

Clara Burgess
1976-78

Erna Schulhofer
1978-80

Tony Rose
1980-82

James Anathan
1982-84

Paul Symons
1984-86

Marshall Gelfand
1984-86

Helen Korman
1986-88

Barbara Pitts
1988-90

Sam Rubinstein
1990-92

Gilbert Schnitzer
1992-94

Joseph H. Stein, Jr.
1994-96

Jeannette Vitkin
1996-98

Jeane Hilb
1998-00

Ann Heavey
2000-02

Anne Holland
2002-04

Robert “Bob” Armstrong
2004-06

Hannah Schneider
2006-08

Henry Freund
2008-10

Eleanor Sidenfaden
2010-12

Carol Schnitzer Lewis
2012-14

Lucinda “Cindy” Schissler
2014-16

Larry Pitts
2016-18

Gary Schahet
2018-20

Ken Turner
2020-22

Dean Kauffman
2022-present

Board Presidents Through the Decades
We express our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following individuals who have shared 

their vision and leadership by serving as President of the Board of Directors

legacy PLANNED GIVING

Your legacy is “instrumental” to our success!
We hope you’ll make Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic a part of your legacy! By including the Friends 
of Philharmonic in your estate plans at any level you will ensure that what you enjoy today will be available 
to future generations. Contact Marnie Mitze at 760-341-1013 or email marnie@PSPhil.org to learn more.

“I included a bequest to the Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic 
as part of my estate planning. Personally, I am proud of the 
excellence this extraordinary organization brings to Coachella 
Valley. But just as important to me are its Youth Education efforts 
building a new generation of lovers of classical music. My bequest 
should help the Friends continue well into the future.”

  
Dean Kauffman, President 
Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic



Thank you so much for the opportunity to 
expand my musical creativity. I enjoyed my 
time at the Idyllwild Arts Summer Camp and 
loved learning and meeting new people.

The Plugging into Songwriting class was very 
interesting, and there were many different 
kinds of people there that I enjoyed meeting. 
I made friends from around the world and 
from different disciplines, and that added to 
my experience. I even did a lot of walking 
in the forest environment, which helped me 
clear my mind and focus on lyrics and other 

songwriting skills.

Outside of class and on the 
weekend, I went out to do 
all the available activities. I 
was able to explore different 
areas of the campus, which 
was pretty nice to see as my 
classes were only in one area.

Being in an area like Idyllwild 
Arts freed up my mind and 
helped me think of many 
different things. This camp 
inspired me to continue 
writing more songs after 
it ended. My thoughts and 

emotions are being expressed through my 
words a lot better than before. I’m now writing 
very prolifically and have written about 15 
songs since the summer. I am even writing 
one now for my grandfather, who passed away 
recently and whose “Celebration of Life” will be 
this weekend, where I will be performing the 

song in front of family and friends.

The environment was so lovely, and 
I would be very honored to come 
back for the Advanced Songwriting 
session next summer if the funds 
allow.

Thank you for the experience. I 
have attached photos to share with 
you.

Regards, 
Anika Arnold

summer camp 2023 thank YOU’S

Photo courtesy of Aidan 
Anderson

Photo courtesy of Anika Arnold

Photo courtesy of Jennifer Dean



PACIFIC SYMPHONY
Tuesday, February 6, 2024, 7:30 pm 
Carl St.Clair, Music Director | Olga Kern, Piano 
Rachmaninoff: Piano Concerto No. 3 | Brahms: Symphony No. 1
Sponsored by Norman Forrester & William Griffin

Royal Philharmonic Orchestra
Tuesday, January 16, 2024, 7:30 pm  
Vasily Petrenko, Music Director | Isata Kanneh-Mason, Piano 
Debussy: Danse | Prokofiev: Piano Concerto No. 3 | Rachmaninoff: Symphony No. 2
Sponsored by Jane & Larry Sherman, Roberta Holland
Pre-concert lecture with Christopher Russell at 6:30-6:55pm. Lobby doors open at 6pm. 
Open seating for lecture portion of concert. Your concert ticket is your admission to the lecture.

San Diego Symphony
Sunday, February 18, 2024, 5 pm   
Rafael Payare, Music Director | Pacho Flores, Trumpet 
Ravel: Daphnis et Chloé, Suite No. 2 | Ortiz: Altar de bronce, Concerto for Trumpet 
Ravel: Le Tombeau de Couperin | Debussy: La Mer
Sponsored by Helene Galen & Jamie Kabler, The Nevinny Family, Gail Richards

San Francisco Symphony 
Thursday, March 21, 2024, 7:30 pm   
Esa-Pekka Salonen, Music Director | Lisa Batiashvili, Violin  
Sibelius: Finlandia | Sibelius: Violin Concerto | Sibelius: Symphony No. 1
Sponsored by Bernice E. Greene, Douglas G. Stewart, JoAnn G. Wellner
Pre-concert lecture with Kristi Brown Montesano at 6:30-6:55pm. Lobby doors open at 6pm. 
Open seating for lecture portion of concert. Your concert ticket is your admission to the lecture.

Atlanta Symphony Orchestra 
Wednesday, March 6, 2024, 7:30 pm    
Nathalie Stutzmann, Music Director | Haochen Zhang, Piano  
Beethoven: Piano Concerto No. 5, “Emperor” | Dvǒrák: Symphony No. 9,  
“From the New World”
Sponsored by Phyllis & *Gary Schahet
*In memoriam

2024 SEASON
5-concert subscriptions available from $590 to $390, plus donation

Programs and artists subject to change

All concerts take place at  
McCallum Theatre in Palm Desert, CA

www.PSPhil.org 
760-341-1013



Palm Springs Friends of Philharmonic
 (760) 341-1013 | www.PSPhil.org | P.O. Box 12770, Palm Desert, CA 92255-2770


